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My HAROLD SCARLETTPort Environment Writer
A full cleanup of a hazard-ous waste site near the Astro-dome — blamed for the con-tamination of three shallowwater wells — will probablynot get under way before mid-1987, state officials told a pub-lic meeting Wednesday night.nut the Environmental Pro-tection Agency Is now evaluat-ing the need for any immediatestrps and will probably fenceoff the contaminated areawithin the next three week* toprotect unwary citizens, the of-ficials said.

3 commercial lots ,
The one-acre Sol Lynn sitecomprises three commerciallots at 1415, 1417, and 1419South Loop West, within a halfmile of the Astrodome, theAstroWorld amusement park,several Industrial businessesand apartment complexes.Of fir In !• of tho Toxaa De-partment of Water Resourcesconducted the public meeting,held at the Astro Village Hotel,to explain cleanup plans toarea residents and business-men.The waste site in the 1970swas occupied by a transformerreclamation company that leftPCD contamination, and laterby a chemical supply companyih- i t «|fii..ri t>-|rh)nroethylene
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' . ! » • • • i!«-iaLs ;ii«i lh<% toxic<:iin:;iniiii;iiils apmrently were

either spilled or poured out on
the ground to get rid of thei i.They said the site, now oc u-pled by other businesses, \ asnominated to the national in-perfund list for priority ck >n-up last October after the o n\-er, Sol Lynn, said in adeposition he was financi; liyunable to clean up the site.Lew Turnock, a City He; MhDepartment environmental n-gineer who first reported hesite to the TDWR, said t' .ishave shown TCE contam a-tion of shallow drinking-w; or. wells on the Lynn site, a nnearby equipment comp nvand at a Bell Telephone fa« .li-ty.The TDWR officials s idstate and city sampling asshown up to 1,710 parts *T. million of TCE in the shal nv" groundwater, up to 953 j >mTCE in the soil and up tc Wppm of PCBs in the soil.Dr. Richard A. Beaucha ip,a Texas Department of He lihepidemiologist, Mid both < >u-tamlnants have caused t m-. cers in test animals.

•'. * Less exposure
Beauchamp,' however, & Mbreathing the air around aesite now would involve less «x- -posure to TCE than surgi alpatients once received.Timothy J. Wolterink, a I u-perfund project manager orTDWR, said the state aget cyis req lostinR n $350,000 RT. .itfrom the EPA to develop acleanup plan. > •
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Fail study of toxic cleanup planner
ByBILLDAWSON
Houston Chronicle

A state contractor this fall will prob- .'_ably begin a {350,000 study of a toxic •*waste site near the Astrodome to plana cleanup tentatively scheduled for1987.Timothy Wolterink of the Texas De- ,partment of Water Resources told apublic hearing Wednesday night thereis no estimate now of the cost to clean T,up toxic TCE and PCBs, suspected can- „cer-causing chemicals, at the Sol Lyiuv -site at 1415, 1417 and 1419 South LoopWestTCE — trichloroethylene — is a com- ,mon degreaser and solvent. PCBs —polychlorinated biphenyls — were once .widely used in electrical transformersand capacitors, but are now banned.The Environmental ProtectionAgency will probably fence the site "within f few weeks, he said. Employeesof three businesses there — which have •no connection to the contamination — „would still have access. .

The site, also known as IndustrialTransformers afte* a business for*merly operated •there, was added lastfall to the federal superfund list of thenation's worst hazardous waste sites.Officials told about 25 people at thehearing that the site is not an immedi-ate threat to publi<Thealth and is not asbad as several other superfund sites inTexas.Wolterink said his department nomi-nated the site for the cleanup priority•list mainly because officials fearedTCE found in a shallow well theremight some day contaminate nearby
deeper wells that provide part of Hous-ton's public drinking water supply.Lew Turnock of the Houston HealthDepartment said TCE also was discov-ered in another shallow well on theLynn property and in a third one justoff the site. None is now used, he said.B.W. Hughey of Discount Glass &Mirror Co., one of the businesses nowat the site, said employees do not usecity water because of concern that itflows through the same pipes that oncecarried water, from • polluted well

Turnock said, however, any TCE in thepipes would have been flushed out in a
short time.Dr. Richard Rcaurhamp of the TexasDepartment of Health said the amour' •of TCE people might breathe at the fit rare "far lower" than those once used toanesthetize patients. Medical use * ><halted because of animal tests suggest-ing TCE may cause cancer, be said.Levels of PCBs found in the soil atthe site were much lower than the l«-v-_ els of TCE in the shallow groundwater.officials said.Turnock and David Buchanan of \V >
ter Resources said inspections indi-cated someone had punctured drum ,TCE and let the chemical dram •. _the ground several years ago. Offici.iibelieve the PCBs came from the r<cycling of old transformers, Buchaiunsaid.He said Lynn told state officials hecould not par to clean up the property,which be still owns. The case wai tneireferred for action under the superfundprogram, which finances cleanups insuch cases.
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Fall study of toxic cleanup planned:
ByBILLOAWSON
Houston ChrofMcte

A state contractor this fall will prob-1 ably begin a $350,000 study of a -toxicwaste site near the Astrodome to plan; a cleanup tentatively scheduled for1987.: Timothy Wolterink of the Texas De-partment of Water Resources told apublic bearing Wednesday night therea no estimate now of the cost to deanup toxic TCE and PCBs, suspected can-cer-causing chemicals, at the Sol Lynnsite at 1415,1417 and 1419 South LoopWestTCE — trichloroethylene — is a com-mon degreaser and solvent PCBs —polychlorinated bipbenyb - were oncewidely used in electrical transformersand capacitors, bat are now banned.The Environmental ProtectionAgency will probably fence the sitewithin a few weeks, he said. Employeesof three businesses there — which haveno connection to the contamination —would still have;

The site, also known as IndustrialTransformers after a business for-merly operated there, was added lastfall to the federal smerfund list of thenation's wont hazardous waste sites.Officials told about 35 people at thebearing that the site is not an immedi-ate threat to public health and is not asbad as several other supetlund sites inTexas.Wotterink said his department nomi-nated the site for the cleanup prioritylist mainly because officials fearedTCE found in a shallow wen theremight some day contaminate nearbydeeper wells that provide part of Hous-ton's public drinking water: 'Lew Turaock of iDepartment said TCE also was discov-ered in another shallow well on theLynn property and in a third one Justoff the site. None is now used, be said.EW. Hugbey of Discount Glass ftMirror Co, one of the businesses nowat the site, said employees do not usecity water because of concern that itflows through the same pipes that oncecarried water from a polluted well

Turnock said, however, any TCE in thepipes would have been flushed out in ashort time.Dr. Richard Beauchamp of the TexasDepartment of Health said the amountsof TCE people might breatbfr at the siteare Hfar lower" than those once ised toanesthetize patients. Medicalhalted because of animal totsin* TCE maycanse cancer, heLevels of Pensthe site were found in the soil atlower than the lev-els of TCE in the shallow groundwater,officiate said.Turnock and David Buchanan of Wa-ter Resources said inspections indi-cated someone had punctured ̂ hmifs ofTCE and let the chemical drain ontothe ground several years ago. Officialsbelieve the PCBs came from the re-cycling of old transformers, Bnchanansaid.He said Lynn told state officials hecould not pay to clean up the property,which he still owns. The case was thenreferred for action under the snperfundprogram, which finances cleanups insuch cases.
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